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the meantime the ultimatum was presented at Belgrade
at 6 P. M. on July 23.27 Even had the instructions arrived
earlier, they would almost certainly have failed to deter
Berchtold, especially in view of England's do-nothing atti-
tude and of the Vienna Cabinet's firm determination.
Meanwhile in Russia the final festivities of the Poincare
visit took place in blissful ignorance of the fact that Austria
had already presented her demands at Belgrade, and that
the Franco-Russian move to prevent it would prove abor-
tive. In the farewell toast on board the France, the Presi-
dent thanked the Tsar for the warmth of his reception,
which afforded "an emphatic affirmation of the indissoluble
alliance which unites Russia and my native France"—two
countries which would continue to cooperate in the future
as in the past, because "both have many times experienced
the advantages accruing to each from the regular coopera-
tion, and because they are both animated by the same ideal
of peace combined with strength, honor and dignity." The
words were acclaimed with, tumultuous enthusiasm, and
made on all present a vivid and lasting impression of Pom-
care's complete determination to stand firmly behind Rus-
sia, A few days later Paleologue cited them to the Under-
secretary, as an evidence of such perfect Franco-Russian
accord that they would bluff Germany out of making war in
support of Austria.28
The result of Poincare's visit, as the English Ambas-
sador was confidentially informed by Sazonov and Pale-
ologue next morning, had been to establish the following
points:
2rKudashev to Sazonov, July 26; Schilling's Diary, p. 38 f. The
French Ambassador did not receive his instructions until July 24, so that
the "observations intended to prevent presentation of the Note or to
cause its terms 10 be modified would now be out of place;" Bunsen ta
Grey, July 24, 7:50 P.M., B.D., 97. Renouvin is in error (p. 79) in
speaking of the Franco-Russian move as "made at Vienna on July 22."
28 Schilling's Diary, p, 32; Paleologue, I, 16 ff.

